Remedies

From the website of Wachusett American Eskimos

http://wachusett.pssweb.net

Repellant for Ticks, Fleas, Mosquitoes 
(This was posted on a list that I am on...)

This is also something that I have used on myself in the height of Black/May Fly season here in New England and it worked wonderfully!

Initially this might be expensive, but it's something that you can use on yourself too. You have to use pure essential oils... these are extremely concentrated

2 drops each of the following essential oils into a spray bottle of 16 oz of water: Remember to shake the spray bottle before spraying it on the dog or on yourself...
 Sweet Orange
 Sage
 Peppermint
 Rosemary
 Cedarwood
 Eucalyptus
 Tea Tree Oil
 Balsam Fir Needle
 Lavender
 Citronella
Home Made Flea Spray
(This was posted on a list that I am on...)
 

Take a FAT lemon (the more rind, the better) and slice it paper thin.
Put into a glass or ceramic bowl... add a big sprig of rosemary or a Tbsp of crushed, dried. 
Pour hot (near boiling) water over and let steep overnight.
Strain through a fine sieve or cheesecloth and put into a sprayer bottle.
Keep in fridge. 

Shake bottle - Mist your dog before each walk. Spray on feet, legs, belly and "private parts" ... where fleas and ticks love to go.  This also make a great grooming spray when you are finishing your grooming. It makes the coat shine like crazy (lemon oil) and your dog will smell SO good. Lemon oil is also an antiseptic, so not only do you prevent fleas and ticks, you prevent bacteria as well.
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Lavender
Place 3 or 4 drops of lavender essential oil between the shoulder
blades. They will smell great and lavender has a calming effect on them.
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Apple Cider Vinegar
After a bath rinse them with a mixture of 50% water and 50%
apple cider vinegar. Leave on.
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Rosemary
2 cups of water, 2 tablespoons of rosemary, eucalyptus, fennel,
and yellow dock. Simmer several minutes, let cool. Put into a spray bottle.
 

Homemade Bitter Apple  (version 1) 

Alum (it's in the seasoning's section of the grocery store)
Water
1/2 Tbsp alum powder
4 cups water

Boil the above together, taste test... if you don't think it's bitter enough then add more Alum...
Let cool and then pour into a spray bottle... it might leave a white residue on furniture, but this can be easily vacuumed.

Homemade Bitter Apple  (version 2) 

1 Spray Bottle (3 cup size) 
Filled 5/6 full with Rubbing Alcohol 
2 tbs Alum Powder (pickling powder) 
1 tsp Cayenne Pepper 
Top off with liquid lemon extract.

 

 

Homemade Bitter Apple  (version 3) 

1 Spray Bottle 
Fill half-full with Rubbing Alcohol 
Fill rest with Apple Cider Vinegar

 

It is also a very good idea to put a light layer of mentholated jelly (like Vicks Vapor Rub) on any surface that you cannot remove from chew level such as: electrical cords, door stops, the handles on your recliners, remote control devices. I have used Wal-Mart's generic version of Vapor Rub, and have had luck; but if your dog really likes the taste; try Mentholatum, it has a more pungent kick. 

Diarrhea...
If you dog gets diarrhea, here's a couple of things you can try (for a couple of days or until you get to the vet's office):
2 Tablespoons (per 30 lb dog) of canned Pumpkin*
cooked ground beef or chicken breasts
cooked Long Grain Rice

*this is NOT Pumpkin filling, this is actual pureed pumpkin (Libby's brand)
 
OR
2 Tablespoons (per 30 lb dog)  of canned Pumpkin (Libby's brand)...  
w/normal dog food at each meal
OR
1 tablet Imodium AD*
Pepto Bismol and Kaopectate have aspirin or aspirin like ingredients in them
 
A word of caution!!! - Always check with your vet first... 
AND note:  Some breeds i.e., Collies may have a fatal reaction to these OTC's.
http://www.vetmed.wsu.edu/depts-VCPL/index.asp#Drugs
 
BUT remember to rule out any sort of bacteria or other, ALWAYS take a stool sample to your vet for testing... Give your vet the following information:
how long has the dog had  Diarrhea

has the dog been vomiting

any changes in diet (change in food, different treats, water)

If you opened a new bag a dog food (this occasionally could be the cause)

if your dog has visited an area where s/he generally would not have been:
 

boarded recently

gone to the groomer**

exposed to another dog w/similar symptoms

training classes 

**If gone to the groomer, and there is a problem, please be diplomatic and tell the groomer that your dog has been exposed/infected with whatever it is... Groomers like to know this... As an assistant groomer, we like to be aware of these things, and please don't accuse your groomer, i.e., don't be offensive about it... we can't know what and every animal we groom might have.
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